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Dear Ms. Mercado Rivera and Mr. Marrero Díaz:  

 

We are writing to you pursuant to Section 204(b) of PROMESA with respect to a draft of the Uniform 

Regulation for Purchases and Bids of Goods, Works and Nonprofessional Services of the General 

Services Administration (“Draft Regulation”).   

 

PROMESA Section 204(b) authorizes the Oversight Board to establish policies to require prior 

Oversight Board approval of, among other things, rules, regulations, and executive orders.  As you are 

aware, in an effort to ensure that certain government rules, regulations, administrative orders and 

executive orders “are not inconsistent with the approved fiscal plan”, the Oversight Board established 

such a policy to review such measures (the “Policy”).  It requires any Commonwealth entity seeking 

to enact a rule, regulation, administrative order, or executive order “in connection with or that concerns 

financial aspects of the most recent Certified Fiscal Plan of the Commonwealth” to submit it prior to 

issuance to the Oversight Board for its review and approval.  The Policy provides that the Oversight 

Board will respond within five business days of receipt of the measure indicating whether the proposed 

measure is approved, rejected, or if more information is needed. 

 

In accordance with the Policy, on June 8, 2020, the General Service Administration (“GSA”) submitted 

the Draft Regulation for our review.  On June 15, 2020, within the five business day period provided 

for by the Policy, the Oversight Board responded by requesting additional information from GSA in 
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order to complete its review of the Draft Regulation.  Despite a follow-up communication to GSA on 

July 1, 2020, the Oversight Board has not received a response to its inquiries.   

 

Unbeknownst to the Oversight Board, on June 30, 2020, GSA promulgated what appears to be an 

updated and significantly expanded version of the Draft Regulation as Regulation No. 9183.  We only 

became aware of this action on July 13, 2020 through the Fiscal Agency and Financial Advisory 

Authority (“AAFAF” for its Spanish acronym), which sought to confirm the Oversight Board had 

reviewed the new regulation.   

 

Regulation No. 9183 was issued in violation of the Policy and PROMESA.  The Draft Regulation on 

which it is based is still under Oversight Board review and approval pending receipt of the outstanding 

information requests.  Moreover, it appears that Regulation No. 9183 contains additional provisions 

not included in the Draft Regulation that were never submitted for Oversight Board review and 

approval.  As such, neither the Draft Regulation nor Regulation No. 9183 may be implemented, 

enforced, or applied in any way until the Oversight Board completes its review and approves the 

measures.   

 

To the extent GSA would like to promulgate the Draft Regulation or Regulation No. 9183, it must 

provide an English translation of whatever regulation it seeks to implement together with responses to 

the inquiries and comments transmitted by the Oversight Board.  The Oversight Board may require 

additional information during the course of its review.  Please also be advised that any amendment or 

other modification to these regulations must also be submitted for review and approval by the Oversight 

Board. 

 

Finally, the Oversight Board requests a confirmation from AAFAF and GSA, by Monday, July 20 at 

5:00 p.m., that implementation of Regulation No. 9183 has been stayed effective immediately and will 

not be implemented unless and until GSA comes into compliance with the Policy and the Oversight 

Board reviews and approves the final Draft Regulation.   

 

We look forward to continuing to work together for the benefit of the people of Puerto Rico. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Natalie A. Jaresko  

 


