
 

 

June 18, 2021 

 

VIA EMAIL 

Natalie A. Jaresko 
Executive Director 
Financial Oversight & Management Board 
for Puerto Rico 
natalie.jaresko@promesa.gov  
 
Dear Ms. Jaresko: 
 
Per your November 17, 2020 letter, the FY2022 Commonwealth Budget approval 
schedule requires that the Puerto Rico Legislative Assembly submits a proposed adopted 
budget to the Financial Oversight and Management Board (FOMB) by no later than 
today, June 18, 2021. To this end, we established internal deadlines that were mutually 
agreed upon between the House of Representatives and the Senate of Puerto Rico. The 
meetings between the FOMB and the Legislative leadership were scheduled and held as 
a good faith effort to comply with this deadline, as well as to carefully discuss Puerto 
Rico’s first balanced budget.  

Our mutual goal was to approve a compliant, certifiable budget in a responsible 
timeframe, which is why the House approved Joint House Resolution 144 (JHR 144), a 
compliant proposed budget, on June 12, 2021. The Senate was expected to approve a 
substantially similar version on June 17, in order for the House to concur with any 
amendments and submit the final proposed version by today. Yesterday, however, the 
Senate approved a different, noncompliant version in an effort to ensure affirmative votes 
from multiple delegations.  

The Senate’s amendments are clearly inconsistent with the approved FY2021-2022 Fiscal 
Plan and with the House of Representative’s priorities. The House will not be concurring 
with these amendments, thereby activating the need for a legislative conference 
committee to discuss and reach an agreement regarding the proposed budget, which will 
impede our compliance with today’s deadline. 

I believe it would be best if we schedule a meeting between you, the President of the 
Senate and me as soon as possible to discuss the Senate’s amendments to JHR 144, their 
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consistency with the Fiscal Plan and the Board’s position on the House’s modifications to 
JHR144. Such a meeting would ensure that all parties are represented and included in the 
process and avoid any detours that would further delay the approval of the 
Commonwealth’s budget.  

I also propose that the current proposed budget submission deadline be transferred from 
today to Wednesday, June 23. This extension would provide us additional time to 
negotiate and discuss the Senate’s amendments with Senate President Dalmau and you. 
These requests are crucial for us to submit a compliant proposed budget on time.   

Please let me know your position on our requests, your availability to hold this meeting 
early next week and any alternative dates you deem appropriate. My interest is to 
continue working with you and the Board for the benefit of our people. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rafael Hernández Montañez 
  


